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New pathway for graduates from Australian non-accredited courses will be
launched soon

The development of a new assessment commissioned by the Physiotherapy Board of Australia (the
National Board) is close to being completed.

Individuals who pass this assessment will be eligible to apply for general registration with the National
Board in the National Registration and Accreditation Scheme (the National Scheme).

This is the first time that this type of pathway has been established under 53(c) of the Health Practitioner
Regulation National Law, as in force in each state and territory (the National Law).

In developing this new pathway, the National Board had as its primary focus the protection of the public by
ensuring that only suitably trained and qualified practitioners are registered. Other important factors in the
National Board’s decisions in establishing the pathway were ensuring its regulatory robustness under the
National Law and facilitating its expedient development.

The National Board commissioned the APC to develop the assessment, which is required to ensure that in
these rare cases of applications pursuant to s. 53(c), individuals who pass the assessment meet the same
requirements as graduates of an approved and accredited program of study — and that they are suitably
qualified and competent for general registration.

The National Board selected the APC to develop the assessment as it was able to draw on its expertise in
assessing overseas qualified physiotherapists, and was able to develop a robust assessment in a short
period of time.

The details of the assessment will be published by the APC on its website towards the end of this month.

While the details are still being finalised, the National Board has kept affected graduates informed, and will
continue to contact them directly whenever appropriate.

Please refer to page 2 for an overview of the accreditation process.
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The accreditation function under the National Law

National Board Accreditation Authority
¢ Functions are set out in the e Objectives and principles of the
National Law National Law apply to its
function
e Makes the final decision on
approving or not approving the ¢ Develops the accreditation
accreditation standards standards
developed by the accreditation
authority e Assesses programs of study
against the accreditation
e Makes final decision about standards
whether programs of study
accredited by the accreditation e Makes the final decision on
authority are approved or not whether a program of study is
approved accredited or not accredited
e Is responsible for developing e Recommends accredited
standards, codes and programs of study to the Board
guidelines for the profession; to consider for approval

registering practitioners; and
assessing and investigating
notifications against
physiotherapists*

e Has no formal direct
relationship with education
providers

*Except in NSW which has a co-regulatory model Education Providers

For more information
e Visit www.physiotherapyboard.gov.au for registration standards, codes, guidelines and FAQs
e Visit www.ahpra.gov.au under Contact us to lodge an online enquiry form
e For registration enquiries: 1300 419 495 (within Australia) +61 3 8708 9001 (overseas callers)
e For media enquiries: (03) 8708 9200
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